
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O Sapientia, quae ex ore altissimi 

O Adonay et dux domus Israel. 

O Radix Jesse qui stas in signum populorum. 

O Clavis David et sceptrum domus Israel. 

O Oriens, splendor lucis aeternae. 

O Rex gentium et desideratus. 

O Emanuel, rex et legifer. 
 

ERO CRAS— “I WILL COME TOMORROW” 
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INTRODUCTION

Introduction to the O Antiphon tradition 
 

WELCOME 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you. The Lord bless you. 
 
Processional  

 
CELEBRATION OF PENITENCE AND RECONCILIATION 

Let us remember that we are in the presence of God. Amen 
Silence 

Let us give thanks for the gifts, graces and mercy of this week. Amen 
Silence 

Holy Spirit help us look at our actions, attitudes, and motives with 
honesty and patience. Amen 

Silence 
Have mercy on us, Lord, for we have sinned. 
Our Father, we are sorry for our sins. We have sinned against you 
Whom we should love above all else. 
Now with your help we intend to sin no more  
and to avoid whatever leads to sin. 
 
Collect     

Almighty God,  
give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness,  
and put upon us the armour of light,  
now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son, Jesus Christ, 
came to visit us in great humility;   
that in the last day, when He shall come again in His glorious Majesty, 
to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through Him Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Ghost,  
now and ever. Amen. 
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ACT OF ABSOLUTION     

(When water is used, pray over the vessel of water) 
Lord God almighty, creator of all life,  
of body and soul, accept this water; 
As we use it in faith, recalling our baptism, 
Forgive our sins and save us from the power of evil. 
Lord, in your mercy give us living water, 
Always springing up as a fountain of salvation: 
Free us, body and soul, from all that may harm us, 
And welcome us into your presence in purity of heart. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The people are sprinkled with the water. 
The almighty and merciful Lord  
grant you pardon and forgiveness of all your sins,  
time for amendment of life,  
and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Advent Wreath Liturgy 

Children dismissed to Children’s Church 
Song of Praise 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

A verse of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” is sung after each reading 

READING 1 (Light candle)  
 O Sapientia, quae ex ore altissimi. 
 O Wisdom from the Most High 

The book of Wisdom (8:1) says: “[Wisdom] reaches from end to end 
mightily and governs all things well.” 

The book of Sirach (24:3). Wisdom says: “From the mouth of the 
Most High I came forth, and like mist covered the earth. Alone, I have 
made the circuit of the heavens and walked through the depths of 
the abyss. Over the waves of the sea and over the whole earth, and 
over every people and nation I have held sway. Among all these I 
searched for rest, and looked to see in whose territory I might pitch 
camp. Then the Creator of all things instructed me and he who 
created me fixed a place for my tent. He said, ‘Pitch your tent in 
Jacob, make Israel your inheritance.’” 

1. O Sapientia (Wisdom) by Malcolm Guite 

I cannot think unless I have been thought, 
Nor can I speak unless I have been spoken; 

I cannot teach except as I am taught, 
Or break the bread except as I am broken. 

O Mind behind the mind through which I seek, 
O Light within the light by which I see, 

O Word beneath the words with which I speak, 
O founding, unfound Wisdom, finding me, 

O sounding Song whose depth is sounding me, 
O Memory of time, reminding me, 

My Ground of Being, always grounding me, 
My Maker’s Bounding Line, defining me, 

Come, hidden Wisdom, come with all you bring, 
Come to me now, disguised as everything. 

Wisdom, O holy Word of God, 
You govern all creation with your strong yet tender care. Come and 
show your people the way to truth and salvation.  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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O Come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
Who orders all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

READING 2 (Light candle)   
 O Adonay et dux domus Israel 
 O Lord and Ruler of the House of Israel 

The book of Exodus (3:2). It is written: An angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in fire flaming out of a bush. As he looked on, he was 
surprised to see that the bush, though on fire, was not consumed. 
(Ex 6:6): Therefore say to the Israelites: “I am [ADONAI]. I will free 
you from the enforced labour of the Egyptians and will deliver you 
from their slavery. I will rescue you by my outstretched arm and with 
mighty acts of judgment.” 

  2. O Adonai (Lord) by Malcolm Guite 
Unsayable, you chose to speak one tongue, 

Unseeable, you gave yourself away, 
The Adonai, the Tetragramaton 

Grew by a wayside in the light of day. 
O you who dared to be a tribal God, 

To own a language, people and a place, 
Who chose to be exploited and betrayed, 
If so you might be met with face to face, 

Come to us here, who would not find you there, 
Who chose to know the skin and not the pith, 
Who heard no more than thunder in the air, 

Who marked the mere events and not the myth. 
Touch the bare branches of our unbelief 
And blaze again like fire in every leaf. 

O Lord God of the house of Israel, 
Who showed yourself to Moses in the burning bush, 
Who gave him the holy law on Sinai mountain: 
Come, stretch out your mighty hand to set us free.  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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O Come, O come, great Lord of might, 
Who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times once gave the law, 
In cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

READING 3 (Light candle)   
 O Radix Jess qui stas in signum populorus. 
 O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples 

It is written in the book of Isaiah (11:1-6): A shoot shall come out from 
the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The 
spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of righteousness shall be the belt around 
his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live 
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and 
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 

It is written in the Gospel of Luke (1:32-33): The angel foretold Mary: 
“The Lord God will give him the throne of David his father. He will 
rule over the house of Jacob forever and his reign will be without 
end.” 

3. O Radix (Root) by Malcolm Guite 
All of us sprung from one deep-hidden seed, 

Rose from a root invisible to all. 
We knew the virtues once of every weed, 

But, severed from the roots of ritual, 
We surf the surface of a wide-screen world 

And find no virtue in the virtual. 
We shrivel on the edges of a wood 

Whose heart we once inhabited in love, 
Now we have need of you, forgotten Root 
The stock and stem of every living thing 

Whom once we worshiped in the sacred grove, 
For now is winter, now is withering 

Unless we let you root us deep within, 
Under the ground of being, graft us in. 

O Flower of Jesse’s stem, you have been raised up as a sign for all 
peoples; kings stand silent in your presence; the nations bow down 
in worship before you.  
Come, let nothing keep you from coming to our aid. Amen. 
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An Evening of Food, Story, Poetry, and Song 

O Come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem, 
From every foe deliver them that trust your mighty power to save, 
And give them victory o’er the grave. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

READING 4 (Light candle)   
 O Clavis David et sceptrum domus Israel. 
 O Key of David, and Sceptre of the House of Israel 

In the book of Numbers (24:17) it says: There shall come a star out of 
Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel. 

In the book of Isaiah (22:22) it is written: I will place the key of the House 
of David on his shoulder. When he opens, no one shall shut;  when he 
shuts, no one shall open. 

In the book of Revelation (3:7) it is written: Write this letter to the angel 
of the church in Philadelphia. This is the message from the one who is 
holy and true, the one who has the key of David. What he opens, no one 
can close; and what he closes, no one can open. 

4. O Clavis (Key) by Malcolm Guite 
Even in the darkness where I sit 

And huddle in the midst of misery 
I can remember freedom, but forget 

That every lock must answer to a key, 
That each dark clasp, sharp and intricate, 

Must find a counter-clasp to meet its guard, 
Particular, exact and intimate, 

The clutch and catch that meshes with its ward. 
I cry out for the key I threw away 

That turned and over turned with certain touch 
And with the lovely lifting of a latch 

Opened my darkness to the light of day. 
O come again, come quickly, set me free 

Cut to the quick to fit, the master key. 

O key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; you open and none 
can shut; you shut and none can open: come and free the captives 
from prison, and break down the walls of death.  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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O Come, O Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
READING 5 (Light candle)   
 O Oriens, splendor lucis aeternae. 
 O Orient, Splendor of the Eternal Light 

In the book of Isaiah (9:1) it says: The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light. Upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a 
light has shone. 

In the book of Malachi (3:20) it is written: For you who fear my name, 
there will arise the sun of justice with its healing rays. 

In the second letter of Peter (1:19) he says: Keep your attention 
closely fixed on it, as you would on a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the first streaks of dawn appear and the morning star rises in 
your heart. 

5. O Oriens (Morning Star/Dayspring) by Malcolm Guite 
First light and then first lines along the east 

To touch and brush a sheen of light on water 
As though behind the sky itself they traced 

The shift and shimmer of another river 
Flowing unbidden from its hidden source; 
The Day-Spring, the eternal Prima Vera. 

Blake saw it too. Dante and Beatrice 
Are bathing in it now, away upstream… 

So every trace of light begins a grace 
In me, a beckoning. The smallest gleam 
Is somehow a beginning and a calling; 

“Sleeper awake, the darkness was a dream 
For you will see the Dayspring at your waking, 

Beyond your long last line the dawn is breaking”. 

O Morning Star, splendour of the light eternal and bright sun of 
righteousness: come and bring light to those who dwell in darkness 
and walk in the shadow of death.  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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An Evening of Food, Story, Poetry, and Song 

Sunday, December 16 @ 7:00 PM 

O come, O Dayspring from on high 
And cheer us by your drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
READING 6 (Light candle)   
 O Rex gentium et desideratus Iapisque angularis. 
 O King of all Nations, their desire and cornerstone 

In the book of Malachi it is written (1:14):  For I am a great King, says 
the LORD of hosts, and my name will be feared among the nations. 

In the book of Zechariah (14:16) it is written: All who survive from 
those nations that came against Jerusalem shall make a pilgrimage 
year by year to bow low to the King LORD of Hosts and to observe 
the Feast of Tabernacles. 

In the book of Isaiah (28:16) it is written: Therefore, thus says the 
Lord God: “See, I am laying a stone in Zion, a stone that has been 
tested, a precious cornerstone as a sure foundation.” 

In the letter to the Ephesians (2:14) it is written: For Christ himself 
has brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one 
people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall 
of hostility that separated us. 

  6. O Rex Gentium (King of the Nations) by Malcolm Guite 
O King of our desire whom we despise, 
King of the nations never on the throne, 

Unfound foundation, cast-off cornerstone, 
Rejected joiner, making many one, 

You have no form or beauty for our eyes, 
A King who comes to give away his crown, 
A King within our rags of flesh and bone. 

We pierce the flesh that pierces our disguise, 
For we ourselves are found in you alone. 

Come to us now and find in us your throne, 
O King within the child within the clay, 

O hidden King who shapes us in the play 
Of all creation. Shape us for the day 

Your coming Kingdom comes into its own. 
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O King of all nations, you alone can fulfil their desires: O cornerstone 
who makes all peoples one, come and save the creatures you 
fashioned from the dust of the earth.  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

O Come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of humankind; 
O bid our bitter conflict cease, 
And be for us our Prince of Peace. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
READING 7 (All stand—Light candle) 
 O Emanuel, rex et legifer. 
 O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver 

Celebrant: God be with you,   
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew (1:18-23) 
People: Glory to Jesus our Messiah and Saviour. 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her 
to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he 
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She 
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfil what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which 
means, ‘God is with us.’   
This is the Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you Messiah Jesus. 
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 7. O Emmanuel (God With Us) by Malcolm Guite 
O come, O come, and be our God-with-us 

O long-sought with-ness for a world without, 
O secret seed, O hidden spring of light. 

Come to us Wisdom, come unspoken Name 

Come Root, and Key, and King, and holy Flame, 
O quickened little wick so tightly curled, 

Be folded with us into time and place, 
Unfold for us the mystery of grace 

And make a womb of all this wounded world. 
O heart of heaven beating in the earth, 
O tiny hope within our hopelessness 

Come to be born, to bear us to our birth, 
To touch a dying world with new-made hands 

And make these rags of time our swaddling bands. 

O Emmanuel, our King and Lawgiver, hope of the nations and their 
saviour: come and save us, O Lord our God.  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

O Come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Offertory 

Prayer over the gifts   
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CONCLUSION 

Let us pray for the coming of the kingdom, saying 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
Now and for ever. Amen. 

Lord our God, on the first day of creation 
You made the light that scatters all darkness. 
Let Christ, the light of lights, hidden from all eternity, 
Shine at last on your people 
And free us from the darkness of sin. 
Fill our lives with good works 
As we go out to meet your Son, 
So that we may rejoice to welcome him at his coming. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen. 

Recessional 

May God the Father, judge all merciful,  
make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. Amen. 
May God the Son, coming among us in power,  
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. Amen. 
May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith,  
joyful in hope and constant in love;  Amen. 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father,  
the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
Go in peace, God is with us!  Thanks be to God. 

124 1st Ave NE, Moose Jaw, SK, S6H 0Y8 
 (306) 694-5445     

 www.staidan.ca     fb.com/staidan  
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http://www.staidan.ca/
http://fb.com/staidan

